Department of Natural Resources and Conservation
Central Land Office
Attn: Hoyt Richards
8001 N. Montana Ave.
Helena, MT 59602 

July 7, 2026 

ADDENDUM TO APPEAL OF DECISION 

Dear Mr. Richards, 

Please accept this submission as an addendum to the appeal of the DNRC July 1, 2026 decision about closure of public lands submitted by the Montana Shooting Sports Association (MSSA) on July 4, 2026. 

Under the category of Practical Matters, one more point should be made, to wit: 

In its decision, DNRC notes the paucity of enforcement of existing laws and rules, for reasons stated there.  In order to counter this lack of enforcement of existing rules, DNRC proposes layering on even more rules that will necessarily suffer from the same lack of enforcement. 

One thing MSSA can guarantee is this - the people who will take the trouble to learn about and who will then choose to comply with new, unenforced DNRC closure rules are NOT the same people as the ones who have been causing the problems DNRC wishes to address.  These are different sets of people.  Therefore, DNRC's poorly-aimed shooting ban will almost certainly not accomplish its intended purpose.  It will only affect people who are not the ones engaging in the problematic conduct that DNRC hopes to curtail. 

Said differently, with the proposed shooting ban DNRC will have taken a shot without having clearly seen its target, the shot will miss, and will more likely hit and injure an unintended target.  That outcome would be irresponsible and undesirable in anyone's book. 

Sincerely, 

Gary Marbut, president 
Montana Shooting Sports Association
